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The Gospel According to Nikki Giovanni connects with the 
ancestral stream while putting a jazzy new perspective on timeless 
hymns and spirituals.

Why would one of poetry’s most revered voices want to curate a 
jazz saxophonist’s album of gospel hymns and spirituals? “These 
songs are so important,” says Nikki Giovanni, one of Oprah 
Winfrey’s 25 “Living Legends” and a Maya Angelou Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner for 2017. “They comforted people 
through times of slavery, and during recent years we needed them 
to comfort us again. But a lot of the students today do not know 
about the history of these songs, and they should. So I’m out here 
putting water on the flowers, because they need a drink.”

Giovanni’s historic collaboration with saxophonist-composer and 
former Jazz Messenger Javon Jackson has yielded The Gospel 
According to Nikki Giovanni, released on his Solid Jackson label.

“The spirituals have been around so long,” says the renowned 
poet, activist, and educator, who came to prominence in the 1960s 
and ’70s as a foundational member of the Black Arts movement, 
following the publication of such early works as 1968’s book of 
poetry, Black Feeling, Black Talk/Black Judgment, and 1970’s 
Re:Creation.

“Some spirituals have been updated and stayed around and 
some have been lost over time,” Giovanni notes. “So for me, it’s 
just helping to keep something going. And I do it because there’s 
a need.” 

Jackson brings his bold-toned, Trane-inspired tenor lines to bear 
on a series of hymns, spirituals, and gospel numbers hand-picked 
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by Giovanni, who was also the first person to receive the Rosa  
L. Parks Women of Courage Award.

And the 80-year-old poet makes a rare vocal appearance on the 
tender ballad Night Song, singing a song identified with her close 
friend, the late Civil Rights activist and High Priestess of Soul, 
Nina Simone. “Nina was a friend of mine, and I knew that one 
of her favorite songs was Night Song,” she explains. “And even 
though I’m not a singer, I told Javon I wanted to sing it because  
I just wanted Nina to be remembered.” 

Jackson, who flew to Nikki’s home to record her vocal track on the 
existing instrumental tracks, says, “I sat beside her when she sang 
it and by the time she finished that chorus, I was deeply moved. 
I just love the fragile nature of the way she treated it. It was very 
emotional.”

Joined by an outstanding crew comprised of pianist Jeremy 
Manasia, bassist David Williams, and drummer McClenty Hunter 
— the same lineup that appeared on Jackson’s 2018 album, For 
You, and his 2020 follow-up, Deja Vu — Jackson interprets gospel 
staples like Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Wade in the Water, Didn’t 
My Lord Deliver Daniel, and Leaning on the Everlasting Arms with 
authoritative tenor tones, deep walking bass lines, and an organic 
sense of group swing.

“It’s the first time I worked in a collaborative manner,” Jackson 
says. “The project is personal for me. I come from a lineage of 
devout Christians, and that has afforded me the chance to connect 
with that ancestral stream.”



JAVON JACKSON 

A former member of Art Blakey’s Jazz 
Messengers who also put in time with such jazz 
giants, Javon Jackson keeps the fires burning 
for straight-ahead jazz on his 21st release as 
a leader. “I was raised in that experience of 
swinging, and that’s what I really have an 

appreciation for,” says the 55-year-old saxophonist, composer, 
and educator. And as director of the Jackie McLean Institute of 
Jazz at the Hartt School, part of the University of Hartford, since 
2013, Jackson is also mindful of his position and the importance 
of educating the next generation of players. As he told Downbeat 
magazine, “Today’s students won’t get to know Art Blakey. They 
won’t get to know Freddie Hubbard. They won’t get to know Elvin 
Jones or Cedar Walton or Charlie Haden or Betty Carter. But they 
can know them through me.”
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As saxophonist and leader or co-leader, Jackson has participated 
in 20 recording projects that have included such renowned artists 
as Dianne Reeves, Cassandra Wilson, Ron Carter, Kenny Garrett, 
Christian McBride, Lenny White, and Les McCann. During his 
career as tenor saxophonist, Jackson has toured and recorded 
with artists including Art Blakey, Elvin Jones, Charlie Haden, 
Freddie Hubbard, Donald Byrd, Cedar Walton, Curtis Fuller, Ben 
E. King, Dr. Lonnie Smith, and Joanne Brackeen. As composer, 
Jackson was commissioned by the Syracuse International Film 
Festival to compose a full-length score for the Alfred Hitchcock 
film The Lodger. An early outing by the master of suspense, 
The Lodger is a silent film based on the story of the hunt for 
Jack the Ripper. He debuted his original score at the festival, 
performing it live at the film’s screening on October 15, 2010. 
Jackson is highly sought after in jazz education as a clinician and 
lecturer, conducting master classes at music schools, colleges, 
and universities throughout the U.S. and abroad. Currently, he 
serves as jazz panelist and as chair for the National Young Arts 
Foundation. Jackson’s latest album on his Solid Jackson label is 
With Peter Bradley, a soundtrack to the illuminating documentary 
of the groundbreaking abstract artist Peter Bradley. 

NIKKI GIOVANNI

Poet Nikki Giovanni was born in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on June 7, 1943, and grew up in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Giovanni graduated with a 
degree in history from Fisk University. A world-
renowned poet and one of the foremost authors 
of the Black Arts movement, her notable books 

of poetry are Black Judgment (1968) and Those Who Ride the 
Night Winds (1983), which were influenced by her participation 



BIOGRAPHIES, cont.
in the Black Arts movement and Black Power movement in the 
1960s. Giovanni has published numerous collections of poetry 
— from her first self-published volume, Black Feeling Black 
Talk (1968), to New York Times bestseller Bicycles: Love Poems 
(2009). She has written several works of nonfiction and children’s 
literature and made multiple recordings, including the Emmy 
Award-nominated The Nikki Giovanni Poetry Collection (2004). Her 
most recent publications include Make Me Rain: Poems & Prose 
(2020); Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid (2013); and, as editor, The 100 
Best African American Poems (2010). She has published more than 
two dozen volumes of poetry, essays, and edited anthologies and 
11 illustrated children’s books, including Rosa, an award-winning 
biography of Rosa Parks. 

Giovanni has received numerous awards, including the 2022 Ruth 
Lilly Poetry Prize, the inaugural Rosa L. Parks Woman of Courage 
Award, the American Book Award, the Langston Hughes Award, 
the Virginia Governor’s Award for the Arts, the Emily Couric 
Leadership Award, and a Literary Excellence Award. She is a seven-
time recipient of the NAACP Image Award. Her autobiography, 
Gemini, was a finalist for the 1973 National Book Award. In 2004 
Giovanni’s album, The Nikki Giovanni Poetry Collection, was  
a Grammy finalist for Best Spoken Word Album.

NNENNA FREELON

Multi-Grammy Award nominee Nnenna 
Freelon is known worldwide as a compelling 
and captivating live performer. Recently, 
Freelon starred in the critically acclaimed 
show Georgia on My Mind: Celebrating the 
Music of Ray Charles — and she’s no stranger 



This is the first performance of The Gospel According to Nikki 
Giovanni at the Moss Arts Center and the first appearance by Jackson 
and Freelon.

to the music of the master singer; she toured with Ray Charles, 
as well as many other great jazz artists, including Ellis Marsalis,  
Al Jarreau, George Benson, Earl Klugh, Take 6, and others.

Accolades and awards have abounded, including performances at 
the White House; headlining the Asia Pacific Economic Summit for 
300 presidents, premiers, and heads of state; receiving the YWCA 
of North Carolina’s inaugural Legend Award for her outstanding 
artistry and her dedication to education; and so much more. From 
Freelon’s turn in What Women Want (featuring her hit, If I Had You) 
starring Mel Gibson and Helen Hunt, to her own production (as 
writer/composer, singer/actress, and producer) of the theatrical 
musical play The Clothesline Muse, to her triumphant role in 
composer Laura Karpman’s undertaking of Langston Hughes’ Ask 
Your Mama at the Apollo Theater and the Hollywood Bowl with 
opera superstar Jessye Norman and the indie phenom band The 
Roots, she continues to wow audiences at SRO shows — even as 
she embarks on new avenues.



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2
LUNCH AND DISCUSSION WITH NIKKI GIOVANNI AND JAVON 
JACKSON
The artists engaged in an informal conversation about the 
development of The Gospel According to Nikki Giovanni with 
students, faculty, and staff at the Black Cultural Center.

Special thanks to the Black Cultural Center  
and Kimberly Clark-Shaw

ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

How would you describe the jazz quartet’s reimagination of the 
traditional hymns, spirituals, and gospel pieces in this program? 
How does the adaptation of these pieces through contemporary 
jazz change their historical and spiritual meaning?

GO DEEPER

We’d love your feedback on this performance.  
If you complete the short survey, you can enter 
for a chance to win two tickets to Blacksburg 
Master Chorale on Sunday, December 17, 2023.  
bit.ly/gospel-giovanni-feedback

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

http://bit.ly/gospel-giovanni-feedback


When you support the Moss Arts Center, you’re When you support the Moss Arts Center, you’re 
supporting the future of the arts in Southwest supporting the future of the arts in Southwest 
Virginia.Virginia.

Help us continue to bring unforgettable arts Help us continue to bring unforgettable arts 
experiences to people of all ages. A gift of any experiences to people of all ages. A gift of any 
size makes a big impact.size makes a big impact.

Learn more about how you can support the Moss Learn more about how you can support the Moss 
Arts Center at Arts Center at artscenter.vt.edu/supportartscenter.vt.edu/support or  or 
contact contact Paul Brammer at Paul Brammer at pbrammer@vt.edupbrammer@vt.edu..

190 Alumni Mall, Blacksburg, VA 24061
540-231-5300  |  mossartscenter@vt.edu
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IN THE GALLERIES
THROUGH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

william cordova 
can't stop, won't stop: tenets of southern alchemy 
Ruth C. Horton Gallery

william cordova examines the visual aspects of transition and 
displacement, studying the evolution and adaptation of objects 
and perception across time and space. Constructing artworks 
composed of reclaimed elements, paint, gold leaf, and collage, 
cordova presents encoded representations of social systems and 
the material histories of objects and images.



THROUGH SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

Laurie Steelink 
Spirit Is Alive, Magic Is Afoot 
Miles C. Horton Jr. Gallery and Sherwood Payne Quillen ‘71 
Reception Gallery

Multidisciplinary artist Laurie Steelink is a citizen of the Akimel 
O’otham Nation and a member of the Gila River Indian Community. 
Exploring connections to her Native American roots, Steelink 
creates assemblages of found objects and reassembled paintings 
to question authenticity and consider spirituality. Using her 
creativity to reconnect with and to reference her ancestors, culture, 
and community, Steelink defines her work as an expression of her 
personal identities.



K-12 PROGRAMS AT  
THE MOSS ARTS CENTER
Experiences with the arts cultivate the next generation of creative 
thinkers, engage learners of diverse backgrounds, and foster 
community dialogue. The Moss Arts Center has been dedicated 
to providing K-12 students in the region with free, high-quality, 
and exciting arts programming since opening our doors in 2013. 
Through school-day matinee programs, gallery tours, in-school 
performances, and workshops with artists, we are passionate about 
serving our youngest community members and schools. 

Learn more at bit.ly/moss-K12.

DID YOU KNOW?
On Friday, November 1, 2013, the Philip Glass Ensemble 
christened the stage of the Anne and Ellen Fife Theatre with the 
sold-out performance Powaqqatsi: Life in Transformation, which 
featured an appearance by the Blacksburg Children’s Chorale. The 
performance was chosen to launch the inaugural season for its 
extraordinary sensory power of music and imagery and the timely 
and compelling international themes and questions it raises. 

http://bit.ly/moss-K12


LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Virginia Tech acknowledges that we live and work on the Tutelo / 
Monacan People’s homeland, and we recognize their continued 
relationships with their lands and waterways. We further 
acknowledge that the Morrill Land-Grant College Act (1862) 
enabled the commonwealth of Virginia to finance and found 
Virginia Tech through the forced removal of Native Nations from 
their lands in California and other areas in the West.

LABOR RECOGNITION
Virginia Tech acknowledges that its Blacksburg campus sits 
partly on land that was previously the site of the Smithfield and 
Solitude Plantations, owned by members of the Preston family. 
Between the 1770s and the 1860s, the Prestons and other local 
White families that owned parcels of what became Virginia Tech 
also owned hundreds of enslaved people. Enslaved Black people 
generated resources that financed Virginia Tech’s predecessor 
institution, the Preston and Olin Institute, and they also worked 
on the construction of its building.



MOSS ARTS CENTER STAFF
OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE PROVOST  
FOR THE ARTS

Ruth Waalkes, associate provost 
for the arts and executive director, 
Moss Arts Center
Devair Jeffries-Lee, program 
director, Arts@VirginiaTech
David Ehrlich, outreach fellow  
for the fine arts
Molly Parker, executive assistant

ADVANCEMENT

Paul Brammer, chief advancement 
officer, Moss Arts Center and 
University Libraries

EXHIBITIONS

Brian Holcombe, curator
Laura Higgins, exhibitions  
program manager

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Liz Scharman, director  
of administration
Toni Cartee, business manager
Lori Compton, housekeeper
Austin Elliot, building manager
Matt Hudson, IT specialist
Angela McCroskey, housekeeper
Garrett Mitchell, housekeeper
Herman Noble, building  
operations manager
Shirley Rose, housekeeper
Emily Wilkins, fiscal technician

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION

Katie Gehrt, director of marketing 
and communication
Susan Bland, associate director  
of communication

Avery Eliades, associate director  
of content and digital strategy
Shanin Glenn, graphic design 
manager
Ellery Huffman, marketing 
coordinator

PATRON SERVICES

Jonathan Boulter, director  
of ticketing and patron services
Hannah Holbrook, house manager
Jamie Wiggert, box office manager

PRODUCTION

Doug Witney, director  
of production
Adam Cook, stage and rigging 
supervisor
Robert Gainer, audio supervisor 
and associate director of production
Kyle Gavell, lighting supervisor
Laine Goerner, production  
and rentals manager
Joe Ingram, senior technician
CJ Jessie, senior technician
Jackson Stitzer, senior technician

PROGRAMMING

Margaret Lawrence, director  
of programming
Jon Catherwood-Ginn, associate 
director of programming
Kari Heistad, engagement 
manager
Beth Jessee, artist services 
assistant
Sarah M. Johnson, program 
manager



MOSS ARTS PARTNERS

Rosemary Blieszner

Catherine Breske

Stacy Brown

Fred Carlisle

Clem Carter

Connie Froggatt

Steve Gerus

Ann Goette

Betty Hahn

Susan Hansen

Jim Monroe

Elizabeth Obenshain

Nancy Beville Prichard

David Reemsnyder

Judie Reemsnyder

Louise Ridenour

Minnis Ridenour

Jim Shuler

Margaret Shuler

Melinda Talley

Kelli Whitfield

The Moss Arts Partners (MAP) are ambassadors, advocates, and 
donors serving to advance and guide the mission of the Moss 
Arts Center. Thanks to our 2023-2024 MAP members for their 
leadership: 

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Erv Blythe

Lindsey Bowman

Constance Cedras

Sally Cox

Betty Davenport

Carole Davis

CY Davis

William Davis

Libby Drapeau

Rebecca Ghezzi

Candi Kelly

Anne H. Moore*

Sherwood P. Quillen

Bob Quisenberry

Mary Ann Walker

*deceased



SPECIAL THANKS

AMBASSADOR

Clem and Georgia Carter

Libby Drapeau

Dr. Mark and Connie Froggatt 
	 in Memory of Sherry Penney

Ms. Elizabeth Hahn  
and Mr. Douglas Chancey

Joseph A. Hopkins  
and Linda W. Hopkins

Mr. Howard C. Huang  
and Mrs. Laura A. Huang

Mr. Bruce Prichard and  
Mrs. Nancy Beville Prichard

Ms. Sherwood P. Quillen

David and Judie Reemsynder

Don* and Carolyn Rude

Dr. James M. Shuler  
and Ms. Margaret F. Shuler

PRODUCER

Dr. Rosemary Blieszner  
and Dr. Stephen P. Gerus

Erv Blythe

Ms. Deborah L. Brown

Dr. E. Fred Carlisle and  
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Obenshain

Ms. Constance Cedras

Dr. Vinod Chachra  
and Mrs. Ranji Chachra

Mr. Mark A. Corwith  
and Mrs. Jill L. Corwith

Dr. Charles Y. Davis  
and Mrs. Carole C. Davis

The Easels

Ms. Ann Goette

Ms. Susan M. Hansen

Mrs. Tamara N. Hodsden

Mary V. Jones

Mrs. Candi M. Kelly  
and Dr. J. Michael Kelly

Mrs. Sharon S. Polifrone

Mr. Minnis E. Ridenour  
and Mrs. Louise Ridenour

Mr. Edwin H. Talley III  
and Mrs. Melinda P. Talley

Mrs. Mary Ann Walker  
and Dr. Kenneth J. Walker

We are grateful for the generosity of our patrons and donors who 
sustain the Moss Arts Center with their annual gifts. The impact 
of all contributions, no matter the amount, is significant in helping 
us transform lives through exploration and engagement with the 
arts and the creative process. We are honored to have received 
cash donations during the period of July 1, 2022, through June 
30, 2023, from the following:



ASSOCIATE

Mr. Thomas L. Ackiss  
and Mrs. Ann L. Ackiss

Dr. Gregory T. Adel  
and Mrs. Kimberly S. Adel

Ms. Kathryn C. Albright

Anonymous

Mrs. Rhonda K. Arsenault  
and Dr. Lance E. Arsenault

Ms. Patricia C. Ballard

Mr. Andrew Beach  
	 in Honor of Kit Bond

Joan D. Bellis  
and Bobby Leftwich

Dr. Suzanne Bentley  
and Dr. Ernest Bentley

Mr. Allan W. Beres  
and Mrs. Amy Beres

Jo and Bud Brown  
	 in Memory of Donald  
	 A. Drapeau

Ms. Stacy G. Brown

Mr. J. S. Chaney  
and Ms. Gael M. Chaney

Mrs. Sandra E. Chase  
and Mr. Peter A. Chase

Dr. Cyril R. Clarke  
and Dr. Jean Clarke

Larry and Patti Cowley

Steve A. Cox*

Virginia H. Cox*

The DeWitt Family  
	 in Memory of Joseph  
	 L. DeWitt (‘16)

Dr. Glen I. Earthman*  
and Mrs. Julie G. Earthman

Norman* and Nancy Eiss

Dr. Bill Epstein  
and Vickie Epstein

Mr. Juan P. Espinoza  
and Mrs. Kara Espinoza

Mr. James A. Everett III  
and Mrs. Karen B. Everett

Nancy J. Felch

Dr. William J. Floyd  
and Dr. Leslie D. Kay

Mr. Whiteford D. Grimes*

Hampton Roads Community 
Foundation

Mr. John T. Hasselmann  
and Mr. Keith R. Stemple

Dr. Deborah Hix  
	 in Memory of Robert  
	 S. Schulman

Mr. and Mrs. George  
P. Hlusko Jr.

Dr. Patricia B. Hyer

Steve Jacobs  
	 in Memory of Cathy Jacobs

Mrs. Janice B. Litschert

Ms. Jeanne S. Lutze

Ronnie* and Faye Marcum

Mrs. Barbara E. Mayo  
and Dr. William F. Mayo, Sr.

Janice McBee and Ben Johnson

Mr. Michael D. McCarthy  
and Dr. Nancy E. Meck



SPECIAL THANKS
Dr. Michael A. McMahon  
and Ms. Drema K. McMahon

Dr. Anne McNabb  
and Dr. Richard M. Burian

Dr. Amanda J. Nelson  
	 in Memory of Bonnie  
	 and Paul Nelson

Mr. Thomas E. Olson  
and Mrs. Martha A. Olson

James D. Penny  
and Pamela J. Penny

Mrs. Linda J. Pfeiffer

Leo and Ellen Piilonen  
	 in Memory of Don Rude

Linda and Ray Plaut

Dr. Ellen W. Plummer

Ms. Felice N. Proctor

Mr. G. Robert Quisenberry  
and Mrs. Susan G. Quisenberry

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Rakes

Rebecca Riley

Mary and Ron Rordam

G. Davis Saunders Jr.

Ms. Elizabeth A. Scharman

Dr. Richard D. Shepherd and 
Mrs. Laurie W. Shepherd

Dr. Edward F. D. Spencer

Connie and Richard Swanson

Penny Vasileff

Ms. Kelli Whitfield

Kathy J. Williams

Ms. Beverly A. Williges  
	 in Memory of Dr. Robert  
	 C. Williges

Dr. Gary M. Worley  
and Ms. Sandra M. Worley

FRIEND

Anonymous (2)

Mr. Anargyros A. Anton

Mr. Gustavo Araoz  
and Mrs. Laine C. Goerner

Dr. Jeffrey E. Arbogast

Mr. Robert P. Arnold II  
	 in Honor of John Howell

Dr. Amy P. Azano

Dr. Timothy D. Baird  
and Dr. Kiyah J. Duffey

Mr. William B. Baker  
and Mrs. Susan N. Baker

Bill and Nancy Baldwin

Dr. Wendy Baldwin  
and Mr. Delbert Futrell

Mr. Matthew C. Banfield  
and Mr. Cody M. Solberg

Mr. Louis T. Banks  
and Mrs. Leanne M. Banks

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lee Barger

Ms. Bernadette Bascom  
and Dr. Joseph Yonke

Mr. and Mrs. Robert  
P. W. Baylor III

Mrs. Betty S. Bell  
	 in Memory of Melvin H. Bell

Mr. Timothy J. Bendel  
and Mrs. Michelle M. Bendel

Sam Bernhard

Mrs. M. Ellen Beville  
and Mr. Eddie N. Mitchell



Mrs. Dana A. Bischoff  
	 in Memory of Donald  
	 A. Drapeau

Ms. Susan L. Bland

Ms. Diane D. Bonsall

Dr. Charles W. Bostian  
and Ms. Frieda F. Bostian  
	 in Memory of Don Rude

Mr. Jonathan C. Boulter  
and Mrs. Katie Boulter

Mr. and Mrs. John Boyd

Dr. Isabel S. Bradburn

David M. Breedy

Mr. and Ms. David T. Breon

Mr. Brian M. Britt  
and Ms. Jessica Meltsner

Dr. Theodore G. Brna  
and Ms. Pamela D. Brna

Mrs. Bonnie L.  
and Mr. Michael Brown

Mr. Patrick R. Brown  
and Mrs. Cynthia A. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. William  
B. Brown Jr.  
	 in Memory of Bill  
	 and Layne Brown

Mr. Isaac D. Butler  
and Ms. Anne M. Love

Ralph Byers

Mr. Larry Callihan

Mr. Michael T. Callihan  
and Mrs. Kathleen A. Callihan

Mr. Thomas M. Callihan

Mrs. Rachael  
and Mr. Boston Carberry

Mr. Travis M. Carr

Claire M. Castagno

Michael Childs  
and Nancy Childs

Dr. Sherry A. Clouser

Dr. Dale W. Conrad  
and Dr. Sherry Lynch Conrad

Ms. Janet L. Convery

Mr. Zai A. Cook

Mr. and Mrs. James Norman 
Copeland  
	 in Memory of Paul Breske  
	 and in Honor of Stan Kingma

Ms. Brianna A. Corleto

Mr. Thimothy G. Corvin  
and Mrs. Nancy R. Corvin

Daniella N. Damiano

Mr. and Mrs. Steven  
J. Davenport  
	 in Memory of Paul Breske

Justin T. Dean

Mr. James P. Dixon  
and Ms. Barbara D. Day

Ms. Patricia F. Donovan

Ms. Patricia A. Douglas

Dr. James M. Dubinsky  
and Ms. Robyn W. Dubinsky

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Dunham

Mr. Harvey Joseph DuPont  
and Mrs. Ann Chaney Raridon

Mr. and Ms. Kevin J. Edgar

Ms. Virginia L. Edwards  
	 in Honor of Edwin and  
	 Melinda P. Talley
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Avery Eliades

Leslie Eliades
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Kelley J. Elliott and David Elliott

Dr. David L. Emanuel  
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Mr. Carl J. Eng  
and Mrs. Jane Kornegay Eng

Benjamin S. Epling

Ms. Kimberly M.  
and Mr. James R. Erickson

Mr. Jon H. Fagan  
and Mrs. Elizabeth M. Fagan

Lieutenant Colonel  
Edie M. Fairbank

Mrs. Christine M. Farrell  
and Mr. Joseph Farrell

Ms. Alice J. Ferneyhough

Ms. Karen L. Finch

Dr. and Mrs. Jack W. Finney

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Fitchett

Beverly B. Fleming

Ms. Lisa D. Forcke

Mr. Jerry R. Ford Jr.  
and Mrs. Elizabeth A. Lohman

Mrs. Debbie G. Francis

Erin N. Freck

Dr. and Mrs. Jeremy  
H. Freeman

Heather Froggatt

Ms. Laura P. Froggatt

Ms. Katarzyna Fthenos

Mr. and Ms. Terry C. Fulton

Dr. Ray A. Gaskins

Brian and Katie Gehrt

Sean Gilbert

Giles County fan  
of Moss Arts Center

Major Matthew M. Gioia

Mr. Matthew W. Glowacki  
and Miss Ashleigh E. Anderson

Jane Goette

Chad and Jaclyn Gotch

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Grubbs

Katelyn G. Haas  
	 in Honor of Lisa Haas

Jean R. Hahn

Dr. Katherine L. Hall

Dr. Molly R. Hall

Dr. Jeannie Hamilton  
and Dr. David Hamilton

Jennie and Cory Hamm

Manning H. Hanline

Dr. Jean Haskell

Ms. Angela Hayes

Drs. Stanley and Laura Hefta

Dr. William G.  
and Ms. Joy Herbert

Ms. Lauren Herbstritt

Mr. and Ms. James Heyman

Ms. Laura R. Higdon  
	 in Memory of Don Rude

Ms. Amanda M. Hill



Mr. Lawrence G. Hincker  
and Mrs. Susan S. Hincker

Dr. Klaus H. Hinkelmann

Mr. John Hitchins

Shannon A. Hodous

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hogan

Brian J. Holcombe  
and Christina I. Caudill

Dr. Chris L. Howard

Sinan Huang

Mrs. Phyllis Hutton

Mr. Larry E. Jackson  
and Dr. Lucinda H. Roy  
	 in Memory of Don Rude

Diego A. Jaques Garcia

Ms. Linda F. Jilk  
and Mr. Michael W. Stowe

Dr. Henry R. Johnson Jr.

Mr. Wayne Johnson II  
and Mrs. Patricia Wooten

Mr. Harold W. Jones  
and Mrs. Elisabeth J. Jones

Robert J. Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. Chris N. Kappas

John Kelly and Kelly Watts  
	 in Honor of Susan M. Kelly

Dr. Barbara L. Kersey  
	 in Memory of Paul A. Breske

Mr. David C. Kersey

Mrs. Kelly C. Kidney  
and Mr. Chad A. Kidney

Ms. Kristen Y. Kim

Mr. Theodore E. King Jr.

Ms. Erin B. Kirkpatrick

Mr. Tommy Lam

Lauren K. Langston

Mr. David L. Lanham  
and Mrs. Carol C. Lanham

Beth Larance

Ms. Patricia S. Lavender  
and Mr. Charles A. Stott

Ms. Margaret A. Lawrence

Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Lawrence

Mr. Brian J. Lee

Mr. and Mrs. W. Tucker Lemon

Emily and Ted Petrovic Li

Dr. Lee Lisle  
and Dr. Ali Haskins Lisle

Mary E. Lombardo

Ms. Susan Lyon  
and Dr. Leonard Lyon

Dr. Susan G. Magliaro  
and Dr. Terry M. Wildman  
	 in Memory of Don Rude

Dr. Brett F. Malone  
and Ms. Edna L. Malone

Dr. Mary Marchant  
and Mr. James Marchant

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher  
D. Marin

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis A. Martin

Mrs. Lynn H. Martin

Mr. John P. Marty  
and Mrs. Virginia Marty

Ms. Jeanine L. Matte

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph  
S. McAlarnen



SPECIAL THANKS
Ms. Christine I. McCann

Alyssa M. McCormick

Ms. Meredith McCree

Mr. James McReynolds  
and Ms. Pamela Philips

Matthew D. Meleney

Mr. Paulo H. Merlin  
and Mr. Jacob A. Paul

James and Patricia Mills

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent F. Miranda

Mr. Nick Moga  
and Mrs. Nancy M. Moga

Mr. Mark B. Mondry  
and Mrs. Pamela L. Mondry

Mrs. Deborah H. Moody

Ms. Mary Denson Moore  
	 in Memory of Dr. Don Rude

Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Mullins

Mr. Christopher Munk  
and Mrs. Michelle M. Munk

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Murphy

Ms. Lee S. Musgrave

Dr. Nirmal B. Mutunayagam  
and Dr. Phyllis Markussen  
	 in Memory of Patricia Foster 
	 Steiss

Ms. Ragheda Nassereddine

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Nette

Dr. Wayne L. Neu

Mr. James Nicely

Mr. Terry K. Nicholson  
and Ms. Terri L. Fisher

Mr. Justin T. Noble

Ms. Mary H. North

Mr. Keith B. Nunn  
and Angie Nunn

Ms. Kelly E. O’Brien

Dr. Thomas H. Ollendick  
and Ms. Mary C. Ollendick

Molly G. Parker

Dr. Everett B. Peterson

Lowrey L. Peyton

Dr. Arnold T. Poole  
and Mrs. Margaret Poole

Mr. Jacob A. Porter  
and Mrs. Cheryl B. Porter

Mr. Peter J. Potter  
and Ms. Tracy Vosburgh

Reneé, Jason, and Laurel  
Alarid Price

Mr. Mauricio A. Ramos

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Raphael

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher  
L. Ricard

Kelly M. Richardson

Janet F. Ringley  
and Ricky L. Ringley

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Roberts

Ms. Alma L. C. Robinson  
and Mr. Matthew T. Raum

Ms. Michelle R. Robinson  
	 in Memory of John Howell  
	 and Lila Eakin

Sara C. Rodriguez

Mr. and Ms. Robert C. Rogers

Dr. Amy Roslevege



Dr. G.E. Russell

Dr. Roberta S. Russell

Dr. J. Thomas Ryan  
and Mrs. Susan Bull Ryan

Mr. Todd E. Schenk and  
Ms. Radka Schenk Kretinska

Ms. Helen M. Schneider

Dr. and Mrs. W. Eugene Seago

Ms. Sarah E. Sears

Mr. Mohammed S. Seyam

Ms. Marcia S. Shumsky

Judith and Dennis Sleighter

Mike and Susan Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Travis R. Smith

Ms. Aline R. Soares Souza  
De Souza

Gregory M. Spencer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Sprague

Mr. Chris A. Stafford  
and Mrs. Kimberly Z. Stafford

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Steele

Dr. Elisabeth M.  
and Mr. John P. Steenken

Dr. and Ms. Alan W. Steiss

Dr. and Ms. Max O.  
Stephenson Jr.

Mrs. Carol Ann Sumichrast  
and Dr. Robert T. Sumichrast

Mr. Matt D. Summey

Ms. Kathleen Susano

Mr. William Symonds

Mr. Pedro Szalay

Dr. James M. Tanko  
and Ms. Linda M. Tanko

Mr. Steven E. Tatum

Mr. and Mrs. Pyrros A. Telionis

Ms. Lisa M. Thamasett

Dr. Thomas C. Tillar Jr.

Mr. John W. Torget  
and Mrs. Sandra G. Torget

Carmen T. Tran

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas L. Trott

Mr. Matthew A. Trump

Ms. Allison H. Vetter

Mr. Neal T. Vines  
and Dr. Karen A. Vines

Ruth M. Waalkes  
and Jeffrey C. Cole

Ms. Nicole L. Wagner

Ms. Anne M. Waldmiller

Hunter Walker

Mr. Kevin G. Wang

Dr. Anna K. Ward and  
Mr. Christopher B. Bartlett

Dr. Charles O. Warren Jr.  
and Mrs. Nancy N. Warren

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Watson

Benjamin P. Wells

Ms. Ashley N. White

Jay and Traci Whitlow

Mr. Samuel H. Williams

Mr. Claude L. Wimmer  
and Mrs. Carol M. Wimmer

Ms. Leslie R. Winn



SPECIAL THANKS

ENDOWMENTS

Mr. and Ms. Douglas C. Witney

Dr. Mary Leigh Wolfe

Dr. and Ms. Craig A. Woolsey

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Yonce

Carter and Janet Younger

Ms. Mary J. Zody

The Moss Arts Center extends its appreciation to those donors 
who have established endowments in support of the arts. 

Timothy and Michelle Bendel Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Larry and Lindsey Bowman Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Deborah L. Brown Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Dr. Mark and Connie Froggatt Education Fund

Joe and Linda Hopkins Arts Enrichment Fund

Charles and Dorothy Lambert Endowment for the Arts

Moss Arts Center Endowment, established by Edwin and Melinda Talley

Dave and Judie Reemsnyder Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Don and Carolyn Rude Fund for Excellence

G. Davis Saunders, Jr. Fund for Excellence

James M. and Margaret F. Shuler Fund for Excellence

Elizabeth McIntosh Mitchell Trauger Excellence Fund

*deceased









homes

remodels
ALTERNATIVES, INC.

DESIGN BUILD TEAM

HEL creativity and intention since 1988 
540.951.0358 www.shelteralternatives.com

EXCEPTIONAL EYE CARE,
PERSONALIZED STYLE

Caring eye doctors, trendy prescription eyeglasses 
and the best eye exam in Blacksburg, Virginia.

620 N. Main St. Suite 101 Blacksburg
540-953-0136

EYESon620Main.com 



TOGETHER, WE CAN FIND

YOUR PERFECT NEST. 

NEW RIVER VALLEY

118 Country Club Drive SW, Blacksburg, VA 24060

540.443.6100 | HappinessNRV@NestRealty.com

@NestRealtyNRV | NestRealtyNRV.com



GivingTuesday is a global
day of generosity that

will take place on
November 28, 2023.

Do you know what the Y @ VT
does for our community?

Food Insecurity Initiatives- since April 2020 we distributed
more than 70,000 meals to local children, and we are still going
strong through our Meals On Main program!
Our after school programs offer VT students opportunities to
provide mentorship and tutoring to participants.
Sustainability- the Y-toss initiative and our recycling program
at the Thrift Shop work towards our efforts for greener
environment!
and so much more!

Make your donation today at
www.vtymca.org/donate

VETERANS EVENT
The YMCA at Virginia Tech invites local

veterans to attend this special celebration.

 NOVEMBER 6th, 11am til 2pm
At The Y Center, 1000 N. Main St.

Blacksburg

with November Company
VT Corps of Cadets

Meals 
4 Vets

Visit the 54th annual
YMCA Craft Fair

54

Nov 10- Nov 11, 2023
at Christiansburg Recreation Center
1600 N. Franklin St, Christiansburg

Nov 10 - 10-am-7-pm
Nov 11-9am-5pm

www.vtymca.org
Resources 

4 Vets


