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Cover: Michael Scoggins; Wall Candy, 2012 (detail); marker and colored pencil on hand-cut paper; 30.5 x 51 inches

We would like to thank the artists and their galleries for providing these images for  
our educational resources. For more information, visit the Additional Resources section  
in the guide.



ABOUT THE GALLERIES

The Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech provides transformative arts experiences to young 
people through gallery tours, student exhibitions, workshops with artists, and special school-
day performances from renowned touring artists.

Explore exciting new opportunities to connect with the arts through exhibitions and 
study guides created especially for young audiences. Visit bit.ly/artscenteratvt-pk12 
to register for a gallery tour and to sign up for emails to learn more about the center’s  
PK-12 programs.

Plan Your Visit

Gallery Hours
Tuesday-Friday, 10 AM-5 PM 
Saturday, 10 AM-4 PM 
(during exhibition run dates)

Admission to the galleries is always free and open to the public. 

The Ruth C. Horton Gallery is located downstairs in the Center for the Arts near the Alumni 
Mall entrance. The Miles C. Horton Jr. Gallery and Sherwood Payne Quillen ‘71 Reception 
Gallery are located upstairs near the Turner Street entrance. Find parking information at 
bit.ly/cfa-pk12-matinees.
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http://bit.ly/artscenteratvt-pk12
http://bit.ly/cfa-pk12-matinees


WE WANT EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE EXHIBITION

Please prepare your students for their visit to the Center for the Arts by practicing museum 
manners. The following guidelines will ensure that everyone can enjoy the exhibition.

•  Always stay a safe distance away from each piece to keep the art untouched  
for all viewers.  

•  If you want to rest and observe, you can sit on the benches or floor (watch out  
for gallery walls and pedestals, as these aren’t meant to be leaned against).

•  Food, gum, and beverages are not allowed inside the galleries.

•  Please remove backpacks and put them in a safe place away from the art.

•  Use only pencils when writing or drawing in the galleries.

•  Photography is allowed, but please do not use a flash.
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We’re Here to Help
Please reach out to schedule a visit or for questions about teaching, learning, and engaging 
with our programs.

Savannah Penven
Exhibitions Program Manager 
540-231-0840  |  spenven@vt.edu

Bethany Costello
Engagement Manager 
540-231-0806  |  bethanycostello@vt.edu

mailto:spenven%40vt.edu?subject=
mailto:bethanycostello%40vt.edu?subject=


About the Mural

Wall Candy (2026) transforms the Center for the Arts into a giant notebook page filled with 
colorful doodles and comic book-style words. The mural's bright colors and oversized drawings 
invite people of all ages to pause, smile, and remember the freedom of childhood creativity. 
"A literal explosion of colors in all their cartoon glory creates a feast for the eye," Scoggins 
writes. "Is it simply visual Wall Candy, or does it reflect and respond to the contemporary 
world around us? Maybe all of the above? Can we all be stars?"
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 Michael Scoggins; Explosion Drawing #2, 2012 (detail); marker and colored pencil on hand-cut paper; 67 x 51 inches

MICHAEL SCOGGINS
Wall Candy
August 2026-July 2027

Turner Street Mural

Suitable for students in grades PK-12
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 Michael Scoggins; I Love My Family, 2026 (detail); artist crayon, graphite, and colored pencil on hand-cut paper; 67 x 51 inches

Biography 
Michael Scoggins (b. 1973, Washington, D.C.), an American artist 
raised in Virginia, is best known for his drawings on monumental 
notebook paper. Every line, hole punch, and fold is carefully made 
by hand. Scoggins looked back at his own childhood drawings and 
realized they felt more honest than the "serious" art he was ma-
king as an adult. He began creating art as his childhood alter ego, 
"Michael S.," using playful doodles, handwritten words, and simple 

drawings to explore big emotions like joy, fear, love, and the desire to be understood. His 
work reminds us that honesty, imagination, and even mistakes can help us connect with 
one another. His work is held in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art in New York, 
the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles, and Telfair Museums in Savannah, Georgia, among 
others. He studied at the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture and earned an 
M.F.A. from the Savannah College of Art and Design, Scoggins lives and works in Kerhonk-
son, New York.



We've all filled the margins of a notebook with doodles, notes, and passing thoughts. Michael 
Scoggins’ work elevates this idea by making the everyday into art: combining simple drawings 
on an accessible, recognizable canvas with text that invites viewers to look closer and linger 
longer.  

While he once avoided using text in his artwork, Scoggins has come to appreciate the power 
of words within a piece. A caption, note, or speech bubble can slow us down, capture our 
attention, and make us spend more time with an image.

Take a look at the symbols and figures on the mural. If they could speak, what would they say? 

Give one of Scoggins' characters a voice by writing a caption, thought bubble, or short piece 
of dialogue below.
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Caption Contest 

ACTIVITIES IN THE 
GALLERIES

 VIRGINIA VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS OF LEARNING: 4.3, 5.3, 6.3, 7.3, 8.3, AI.3, AII.3, AIII.3, AIV.3



Throughout his work, Michael Scoggins uses the character “Michael S.” as a stand-in for his 
younger self. As Scoggins explains, “The ‘Michael S.’ character has definitely transformed 
over the years and has become more of an extension of my adult self.”

Think back to a memory from your childhood or younger years. It could be a big moment, 
a small everyday experience, or something you remember only in fragments. If you were to 
capture that memory as a simple doodle, what would it look like?

Draw your memory below, then sign it with the name or nickname your younger self would 
have used in the top right-hand corner.
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Dear Me

 VIRGINIA VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS OF LEARNING: 1.1, 2.1, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 6.1, 7.1, 8.1, 
AI.1, AII.1, AIII.1, AIV.1
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Links and Additional Resources
Learn more about exhibitions at the Center for the Arts

Read the Artsy editorial article about Michael Scoggins

https://artscenter.vt.edu/exhibitions.html
https://www.artsy.net/article/editorial-dear-diary-michael-scoggins-explores-the-art



