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SEASON PERFORMANCES

Fri., Sept. 5, 6 PM
Kiki Valera y su Son Cubano
Free Community Concert

Fri., Sept. 19, 7:30 PM
The Hot Sardines
Season Opener

Sat., Sept. 27, 7:30 PM
Step Afrika!

Thurs., Oct. 2, 7:30 PM
Abel Selaocoe,
cello and vocals

Sat., Oct. 11, 7:30 PM
Chris Thile

Tues., Oct. 14, 7:30 PM
Ballet BC

Mon., Oct. 20, 7:30 PM
Gaelynn Lea and the
Music Inclusion Ensemble
Co-presented with the
School of Performing Arts

Wed., Oct. 22, 7:30 PM
An Evening with Roz Chast

Thurs., Oct. 30, 7:30 PM
La Santa Cecilia

Thurs., Nov. 6, and

Fri., Nov. 7, 7:30 PM

Hotel Modern and Arthur Sauer
The Great War

Sun., Nov. 9, 4 PM
360 ALLSTARS

Mon., Nov. 17, 7:30 PM 4
Broadway in Blacksburg
TINA - The Tina Turner Musical

Sat., Dec. 6, 4 PM
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra
Holiday Pops Spectacular

Sun., Dec. 14, 4 PM
Blacksburg Master Chorale
Handel’s Messiah

Thurs., Jan. 22, 7:30 PM

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Benjamin Grosvenor, piano
Vasily Petrenko, music director

Wed., Jan. 28, 7:30 PM
Julia Bullock, soprano
Seth Parker Woods, cello
Conor Hanick, piano
From Ordinary Things

Fri., Jan.-30, and
Sat., Jan. 31, 7:30 PM
Tim Etchells

with Bert and Nasi
L’Addition

Tues., Feb. 10, and
Wed., Feb. 11, 7:30 PM
Cirque Mechanics

Tilt! A Circus Thrill Ride

Fri., Feb. 20, 7:30 PM
Danish Radio Big Band
with Cécile McLorin Salvant

Mon., Feb. 23, 7:30 PM
Broadway in Blacksburg
Chicago

Tues., March 17, 7:30 PM
Irish Baroque Orchestra
The Trials of Tenducci

Sat., March 28, 7:30 PM
Stephanie Lake Company
Manifesto

Fri., April 3, 7:30 PM

Bill Frisell

In My Dreams

Featuring Jenny Scheinman,
Eyvind Kang, Hank Roberts,

Thomas Morgan, and Rudy Royston

Tues., April 7, 7:30 PM
National Geographic Live
Beauty Beyond the Frontlines

Muhammed Muheisen, photojournalist

Wed., April 15, 7:30 PM
The Takacs Quartet
with Jordan Bak, viola

Thurs., April 23, 7:30 PM
Algeria Moves!

Music, Dance, and Women's Resilience

Sat., May 9, 7:30 PM
An Evening with Kelli O’Hara
Season Closer
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MISSION AND VISION

MISSION

The Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech transforms lives through

exploration and engagement with the arts and creative process.

VISION

The arts will be a deeply embedded and highly valued part of life
at Virginia Tech, in Southwest Virginia, and for members of the

Virginia Tech community wherever they live and work in the world.

VALUES

The Center for the Arts is dedicated to learning, discovery, and
engagement. We believe that engagement with the arts can
transform lives and improve the human experience and that
through a diverse range of programs, our audiences, artists, faculty,
staff, students of all ages, and communities can experience

significant growth and development.



Dear Donors and Friends,

As we reflect on the 2024-2025 season, we are filled with deep gratitude and
admiration — for the artists who inspired us, the audiences who joined us, and most
especially, for you, our generous supporters. Your commitment to the arts made this
season not only possible, but truly extraordinary.

This year marked a milestone in our journey: the Moss Arts Center was renamed the
Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech, reflecting our role within the university and our
commitment to advancing Virginia Tech’s mission through the arts. While our name
has changed, our dedication to presenting bold, transformative arts experiences for
all the communities we serve remains steadfast.

We celebrated the power of the arts to illuminate our shared humanity, elevate
underrepresented voices, and spark meaningful conversations. We were honored to
open our season with the incomparable Renée Elise Goldsberry, whose unforgettable
evening of Broadway set the tone for the dynamic year ahead. From the soul-stirring
rhythms of Kodo and the luminous storytelling of Lightwire Theater, to the genre-
defying brilliance of Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn, each performance brought
us closer to one another and to the world around us.

In our galleries, we were proud to present Shaunté Gates’ evocative and layered
dreamscapes that explored memory, identity, and the surreal intersections of
urban life and imagination. Erika Ranee’s vibrant large-scale mural transformed our
exterior space with bold color, abstract form, and dynamic energy. These and other
exhibitions and artist residencies deepened our community’s engagement with
contemporary art and sparked meaningful dialogue.

Thanks to your support, we also expanded access to the arts for thousands of
students, families, and community members through free performances, educational
opportunities, and artist residencies. You helped us ensure that the center remains
a place where creativity thrives and where everyone feels welcome.

As you read through this report, we hope you feel the impact of your generosity in
every story, every image, and every note of music that echoes through the center.
You are not just patrons of the arts — you are partners in our mission to inspire,
connect, and transform.

With warm regards and deep appreciation,

@m///’/- Lnathes

RUTH WAALKES

Associate Provost for the Arts
Executive Director, Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS AND EXPENDABLE BALANCES DONOR COUNT

$960,510 $25,553 396
Y23 $1,164,426 $33,371 355
~Y24 $1,387,199 $42,656 452
~Y25 $1,548,875 $53,242 451

GIVING DAY 2025
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Engagement numbers continued to grow and attendance at Center for the Arts
(CFA) events was strong during the 2024-2025 season, with more than half of the
performances selling out and more than 13,700 visitors to the galleries.

The center has been a hive of activity throughout the year. Home to Center for the Arts-
sponsored programs (112 performances, exhibitions, and arts experiences), campus
and community organizations also hold events in the center throughout the year.
2024-2025 saw a 39% year-over-year increase in the total number of events held
in the center.

PERFORMING ARTS
ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES

FREE

GALLERY ENGAGEMENT
ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES

(34% increase)
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ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

300

250

200

150

100
0

20/21 21/22  22/23 23/24 24/25

ENGAGEMENT PARTICIPANTS

3%

VT STUDENTS

2

FACULTY/STAFF/ /I é /I 7 8

EDUCATORS/ /
ADULTS ENGAGEMENT
PARTICIPANTS

(19% increase)

30

PK-12 STUDENTS

24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT | 9



47,565

PEOPLE ENGAGED
THROUGH ALL
CFA PERFORMANCES,
EXHIBITIONS, AND

ENGAGEMENT EVENTS
(up from 44,000 in FY24)
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VISUAL ARTISTS FEATURED
IN 10 CFA EXHIBITIONS

CFA-PRESENTED
PERFORMING ARTISTS
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VIRGINIA TECH STUDENT EXPERIENCES

We are committed to providing access to world-class arts experiences to all Virginia
Tech students, enriching the campus experience for the next generation of leaders,
thinkers, and creators, regardless of academic discipline. Experiences are provided at
no cost, and students can also take advantage of free rush tickets for performances.

VIRGINIATECH STUDENTS CLASS VISITS BY ARTISTS
RECEIVED FREE RUSH TICKETS (35% increase)

VIRGINIA TECH STUDENTS PARTICIPATED VIRGINIA TECH STUDENT
IN ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES ATTENDEES AT CFA PERFORMANCES

12 | 24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT



VIRGINIA TECH STUDENT ATTENDEES AT TICKETED PERFORMANCES
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Working with the center to bring
artists to the classroom has been
an immensely wonderful gift for
both me and the students! In
the past school years, we have
had such a wealth of experiential
knowledge and insight about
what it means to be a working
artist across multiple disciplines.
These craft talks and discussions
have only deepened student
engagement with their own
creative processes over the
semesters. |'m truly indebted

to the center for these priceless

connections!

SOPHIA TERAZAWA,

visiting assistant professor,
Department of English

Sophomore computer science major Sania Jain found
a powerful source of joy, balance, and community in the Center
for the Arts’ free student workshops. By the end E E
of the academic year, she had attended every
dance-related workshop the center offered.

Read more at bit.ly/cfa-sania-jain. EE-

In October 2024, the center hosted Candoco Dance Company
— a groundbreaking U.K.-based inclusive dance company
renowned for integrating disabled and non-disabled dancers
in its work — for a series of residency activities at Virginia
Tech. Candoco dancers engaged with Virginia Tech students,
faculty, and community members, visiting an Introduction to
Dance class and leading an accessible dance workshop open
to all. The company also visited Virginia Tech’s Embodied Brain
Lab, where a Candoco dancer was outfitted with E
a helmet that measured her brain activity during

movement.

Watch the video at bit.ly/cfa-candoco-video. E


http://bit.ly/cfa-sania-jain
http://bit.ly/cfa-candoco-video

Virginia Tech students in a School of Performing Arts
Intermediate Lighting Technology class attended the Lightwire
Theater school-day performance and discussed laser and
lighting design with the artists afterwards.

Violinist Théotime Langlois de Swarte examined the interplay
between visual art, architecture, and music in Venice during the
Baroque period with School of Visual Arts students in Lauren
DiSalvo’s Survey of History of Western Art class.

ey

Courses in political science are
usually characterized by debates
between different theoretical
perspectives, juxtaposition

of multiple political positions,
review of historical events,

and reports of current affairs.
The enlightening impacts that
Jaha Koo's visit and sharing have
brought to my class are beyond
my expectation ... Through the
power of art, it has opened

a new channel for the students
to delve into East Asia’s political

changes.

CHENGQIU WU,

research assistant professor,
Department of Political Science
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The opportunity to hear
firsthand from three experienced
and reflective comedians about
their own work and careers

was an exceptional addition

to the class. Though not a
requirement of the course, quite
a few students wrote about the
visit, their experiences at the
performance, and the ways the
comedians encouraged them to

reflect on their own assumptions

about comedy, community, and

the arts in the U.S.

)

SEAN SIDKY,

visiting assistant professor,
Department of Religion
and Culture

Industrial Systems Engineering students received access
to center performances thanks to an individual donor
who provides annual funding for student tickets. Said
one third-year student, "I am deeply grateful | got
to experience [this performance] and see how world
views from different cultures, albeit different, could also
resonate similarly.”

| e Y

In conjunction with the fall exhibition, Never Spoken Again —
a traveling exhibition organized by the Independent Curators
International — curator David Ayala-Alfonso was in residence
for two weeks as a Creativity and Innovation District (CID)
fellow, engaging in special tours and class visits with Virginia
Tech students and residents of the CID.

A

Living-learning communities Studio 72 and Rhizome hosted
a live interview and Q&A with charistmatic jazz saxophonist
Lakecia Benjamin, which focused on her artistic journey and
personal resilience.



GRADUATE ASSISTANTS

Graduate students provide invaluable contributions to the center’s operations, helping
make the arts accessible and relevant for our community. The center offered two
graduate assistantships for 2024-2025 — and through additional donor support
from Ed and Melinda Talley, a third position will be funded through 2028-2029.
These students are building real-world skills to complement their academic training and
prepare them for careers in arts, education, nonprofit leadership, and beyond. Working
closely with center staff and visiting artists provides mentorship and meaningful
connections that are shaping these students’ paths forward.

As a part of this position, | have had the
opportunity to be in a lot of different rooms
and in conversations that | probably would
not have had the opportunity to be in thus
far in my career. I've listened to the way that
center leadership are considering the needs,
values, concerns, and goals of units all across
the university and thinking about how we as
an arts presenter can best fit those needs.
That skill, that compassion, that listening
all of those things are things that
I'm going to take with me further into my
professional career, and | hope that | will be
able to live up to the standard that has been

modeled for me here at the center. ,,

ASHLEY COORPER,

graduate student, M.FA.,
Theatre and Arts Leadership,
School of Performing Arts

Whenever you go to college, it's really easy
to feel like you're in a bubble of a lot of the
same information that you consume or that
you're surrounded by. You'll never know how
far you can extend that boundary until you're
challenged and until you're shown things that
surprise you or excite you; that you didn't
even know existed. And that's one thing that
the center does particularly well is introduce
things to you that are new, challenging,
and exciting and that have the capacity

to help you grow as a person. ,’

AJ CROWELL,

graduate student, M.A.,
Material Culture and Public Humanities,
School of Visual Arts

24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT | 17
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STUDENT STAFF

Virginia Tech students are not only an important part of the audience we serve, but
also an integral part of our operations. Representing a diverse array of academic
backgrounds, students play a vital role in patron services, production, exhibitions,
marketing, and housekeeping — whether they’re working behind the scenes with the
crew, helping guests at the box office, or welcoming visitors as ushers and gallery
attendants. The center employed 85 students in 2024-2025.

‘ | learned a lot about technical skills ... but I've honestly learned the most about teamwork.
There’s a large crew and we have to work together a lot to ... be able to support all of the
productions and companies that come to the center. We have a high standard of work
that we put out, and our crew works very well on meeting that standard every time we do
something. The job has also set me up for my career in a lot of ways. Though it's not TV
production, it's a reputable job that's given me a really credible experience. I've made

a lot of connections, and | feel like it's been a really valuable experience. ”

EMILY SOUTHERN,
journalism major, third year

“ When patrons come into the galleries, | talk to them about the art, answering any

questions that they have and facilitating dialogues between classmates that come in,
because it’s a lot of students. It's cool to be part of a culture that's fueling an interest
in art, because this is a STEM school, so being able to have a gallery on campus —
even two galleries — and an event center on campus is a big deal, and it's a huge
opportunity to spread the love of art. ”

ABIGAIL BAGNOLI,
art history major, fourth year

“ I'm a music major and I'm going to graduate in May, and it's been just so formative to
my experience here ... |'ve gotten to experience so many different groups and different
cultures that | wouldn’t have gotten to experience otherwise, so I'm really thankful for
that. Getting paid to do that is really cool, too. All of the music we've had here has
shown me how great music can be as something that brings people together. That's
really the whole reason why | want to be a music educator, because of the power of
community that it has. Also, just getting to see how much the audience connects with
each other when they’re watching one of our shows is just beautiful and it reaffirms

why I'm doing what I'm doing. ”

ERIN KRUG,
music education major, class of 2025

| 24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT
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| think my favorite part about
working here would have to be
that | am still able to maintain

a connection to the arts in my
college life. | was really involved
with theatre in high school, and
I think one of my fears going
into college, especially a college
that has so much emphasis on
STEM, was that | would lose
that connection that | had to
the arts being someone who's
not a theatre major. The center
has provided such an incredible
opportunity to still interact with
the arts in my everyday life.

| love seeing the community

of people that come together,
who have this shared interest

of caring about art and wanting
to see it. Postgrad, | am going
to be doing sales, which is
super exciting. | never thought

| would go into sales, but it's
funny because | look at the skills
that | use here and it’s all just
been about problem-solving,
communication, and being quick
on your feet. | realized how
transferable those skills were

to sales when | did an internship

this past summer.

>

RILEY PETERSEN,

public relations major,
fourth year




CENTER FOR THE ARTS AMBASSADORS

With support from donors David and Judie Reemsnyder, the student ambassador
program relaunched in spring 2025 as a paid role. The Center for the Arts Ambassadors
are select student staff members who receive special opportunities, including enhanced
training and career experiences. They represent the center at special events and lead
outreach opportunities for students.

20 | 24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT



PK-12 SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT

The Center for the Arts is dedicated to providing transformative arts experiences
to young people through gallery tours, artist engagements, and special school-day
matinee performances. These free events are open to public and private school
students and their teachers, as well as homeschool students. Donor support to the
Center for the Arts Fund for PK-12 Engagement, along with endowment support from
the Elizabeth McIntosh Mitchell Trauger Excellence fund and Dr. Mark and Connie
Froggatt Education Fund, makes these experiences possible. Fundraising plans are
underway for an endowment to fully support PK-12 programs and initiatives.

24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT | 21



PK-12 ENGAGEMENT PARTICIPANTS

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000
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PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
(29% increase)

PK-12 STUDENTS SCHOOL DISTRICTS
ENGAGED (7% increase) (18% increase)
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PARTICIPATING DISTRICTS
Carroll County Public Schools
Floyd County Public Schools
Franklin County Public Schools*
Giles County Public Schools
Henry County Public Schools*
Lynchburg City Public Schools*
Montgomery County Public Schools
Pulaski County Public Schools
Radford City Public Schools
Roanoke City Public Schools

Roanoke County Public Schools

Salem City Schools
Smyth County Public Schools*

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
Andrew Lewis Middle School
Arrows Homeschool Co-op
Auburn Elementary School
Auburn Middle School

Auburn High School

Baker Homeschool

Blacksburg Middle School
Blacksburg New Schools

Blue Mountain School

Carroll County Middle School
Check Elementary

Children’s Nest

Christiansburg Elementary School
The Christiansburg Hughes Center*
Christiansburg Middle

CIRCLE Homeschool

Classical Conversations Homeschool
Community School

Eastern Elementary

Floyd County High School

Floyd Elementary

Franklin County High School*
Gilbert Linkous Elementary School
Giles High School

Harding Ave Elementary

Indian Valley Elementary

*first-time participant

Kipps Elementary

Macy McClaugherty School
Magna Vista High School*
Margaret Beeks Elementary
Mine Me and Us Montessori School
Monterey Elementary*
Montessori Co-op

Narrows Elementary

Narrows High

North Cross School*
Northside High School
Northside Middle School
NRV Montessori

Preston Park Elementary*
Price’s Fork Elementary
Pulaski County High School
Pulaski County Middle School
Pulaski Elementary

Radford High School
Rainbow Riders

Round Hill Elementary*
Sandusky Middle School*
Shawsville Middle School*
Symth County Middle School*
Tall Oaks Montessori School
Valley Classical School

Willis Elementary

24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT



SCHOOL MATINEE
PERFORMANCES

123 ANDRES

e LIGHTWIRE THEATRE
e CIRQUE KALABANTE
e LAKECIA BENJAMIN

e KODO

e THE DANTE QUARTET

e LITTLE WOMEN
co-presented
with the School
of Performing Arts

Cirque Kalabanté school matinee

The Center for the Arts presented 123 Andrés, including one
matinee at the center and two in-school performances in
Roanoke.




STUDY GUIDES

A study guide for each 2024-2025 season matinee
performance and exhibition provided young audiences
with greater context and insights, activities, and specific
ties to Virginia Standards of Learning.

View study guides at bit.ly/cfa-learning-resources.

.H. .

table of contents
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learning activities, cont.

ey

Thank you for any way that

we can enrich our students’

educational experience! We

appreciate field trips that align
with our learning standards and
afford students the opportunity
to extend learning beyond

the classroom.

-

PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATOR



http://bit.ly/cfa-learning-resources

56

Music truly brings some of
these students to life; I'm so
thankful they get to have such
rich learning experiences like
Music Monday through Giles

County and the center.

)Y

PRESCHOOL TEACHER,

Macy McClaughtery
Elementary/Middle School

56

This place is just magnificent.
| came in feeling like a kid, | am

leaving feeling like an artist.

)Y

FOURTH GRADE STUDENT

MUSIC MONDAY

For the second consecutive year, center engagement
staff coordinated with students from Virginia Tech's
Marching Virginians to bring a special day of music to
PK students in Giles County.
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VISUAL ARTS ACTIVITIES

Close to 700 PK-12 students toured the center’s galleries
in 2024-2025.

COMMUNITY ART PROJECT

Mapping My Story was a collaborative art project and
innovative engagement opportunity for PK-5 students
from various schools and districts. Students created art
that reflects a place they feel strongly about. Their work
was displayed in the Grand Lobby in spring 2025.

ey

Thank you so much for offering
this meaningful workshop
geared to PK-5t* grade! ...
Learning about the pieces

[in the center’s gallery] and

the accessible way you invited

the kids to approach and

consider the art was more

impactful than you realize!

)

HOMESCHOOL EDUCATOR







YOUNG ARTISTS:
LAYERS OF ME

A special exhibition in the Ruth C. Horton Gallery
featured work from Shawsville Middle School student

artists exploring identity and self-expression. The
exhibition was coordinated by Bethany Costello, Center
for the Arts engagement manager, and Alysha Bates,
Shawsville Middle School art teacher.

ey

Shawsville Middle School

7t and 8" grade art students

found inspiration seeing their

art hung in the center. They
were able to continue the year
with new pride, motivation to
take risks, and a confidence in
themselves that they hadn’t
had before. It was an uplifting
experience for them that grew

them as artists.

)

ALYSHA BATES,
Shawsville Middle School
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CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY

!

CAMPUS PARTNERSHIPS

I

| (e

Partnerships with organizations and departments across Virginia Tech enrich our
programming, expand our reach, and foster connections that support creativity,
learning, and community engagement. Last year we worked with 60 Virginia Tech-
based partner organizations — a 44% increase over the previous year.

APIDA + Center

Arabic Language Club at Virginia Tech
Ati: Wa:oki Indigenous Community Center
Aurora Living Learning Community

Black Cultural Center

Center for Educational Networks
and Impacts

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
(Embodied Brain Lab)

College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences
(Humanities)

30 | 24-25 ARTS IMPACT REPORT

Comedy Conglomerate at Virginia Tech
Cranwell International Center

Creativity + Innovation District Living
Learning Community

Creativity + Innovation District Living
Learning Community (Rhizome)

Creativity + Innovation District Living
Learning Community (Studio 72)

Department of Apparel, Housing,
and Resource Management (Fashion
Merchandising and Design)



CAMPUS PARTNERSHIPS CONT.

Department of Apparel, Housing,
and Resource Management
(Residential Environment and Design)

Department of English (Creative Writing)
Department of English

Department of English
(Professional and Technical Writing)

Department of History
Department of History (Asian Studies)

Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures (Arabic)

Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures (Japanese)

Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures (Spanish)

Department of Political Science and
International Studies

Department of Religion and Culture

Department of Religion and Culture
(ASPECT - Alliance for Social, Political,
Ethical, and Cultural Thought)

Department of Sociology
(American Indian Studies)

Department of Sociology
(Women and Gender Studies)

El Centro Hispanic and
Latinx Cultural Center

Global Education Office
Hokie Wellness

Institute for Creativity, Arts,
and Technology (ICAT)

Iranian Society at Virginia Tech

Leadership & Social Change
Residential College

Lifelong Learning Institute at Virginia Tech
Marching Virginians

Middle East North African
Student Association

Mozaiko Living Learning Community
North African Student Association

Office for Inclusion and Diversity /
Office of Inclusive Strategy and Excellence

Office of Equity and Accessibility

Pride Center

The Roost Living Learning Community
School of Architecture

School of Communication

School of Design (Landscape Architecture)
School of Performing Arts (Cinema)
School of Performing Arts (Dance)

School of Performing Arts (Music)

School of Performing Arts (Theatre Arts)
School of Visual Arts (Art History)

School of Visual Arts (Creative Technologies)

School of Visual Arts
(Material Culture & Public Humanities)

School of Visual Arts (Studio Art)

Student Services
(Services for Students with Disabilities)

Ujima Living Learning Community

University Libraries
(Community Collections Archives)

Virgina Cooperative Extension Program
Virginia Tech Language and Culture Institute

Virginia Tech Engagement
Center for Creative Aging
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Wow! What a beautiful package
you offered — not only the
performance, but the classes
presented by Christopher
Campo-Bowen. He prepared

us well for what we would hear,
and now | am excited to process
what we heard and saw with
him and my fellow students. On
that stage | saw and heard music
sensitively, beautifully played,

and saw lovely interaction

among the musicians.

. )

PARTICIPANT

in the Lifelong Learning
Institute’s Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons at 300 course,
presented in conjunction with
the performance by Les Arts
Florissants on April 2, 2025

COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

Partnering with community members and organizations
is vital to our mission, helping us to deepen our
programming, strengthen local connections, and ensure
that the arts remain a vibrant, accessible part of life for
everyone. There was a 17% increase in the number
of community-based partner organizations for the
2024-2025 season.

Big Lick Latin Underground
Blacksburg Dance Theater
Blacksburg Refugee Partnership
Blacksburg Regional Art Commission
Boys and Girls Club, Vinton, Virginia
Carilion Clinic

Commonwealth Senior Living

Community Foundation of the
New River Valley

Community School, Roanoke, Virginia
The Crooked Road

JoELoe Productions

Newcomers Club

New River Community Action

North Cross School

Radford Senior Center

Radford University Dance Department

Southwestern Virginia Middle Eastern
Dance Association

Taubman Museum of Art
University of Richmond
Virginia Tech String Project
Warm Hearth Village

(AT RIGHT) Closing out the season, the Cube was transformed
into Club Cube(a) for a free afterparty in partnership with Big
Lick Latin Underground.






In the summer of 2025 the center hosted the New River Art Juried Biennial in collaboration
with the Blacksburg Regional Art Association. Michael Rooks, Wieland Family Senior Curator of
Modern and Contemporary Art at the High Museum in Atlanta, juried the show and was on hand
for the opening to discuss his approach to jurying and selecting the prize winners in each category.

Volunteers assisted with the PK-12 student matinees and the installation of the Community Art
Project. Volunteers included community members, retired educators, Center for the Arts Advocacy
Board members, individuals from the Lifelong Learning Institute at Virginia Tech, and individuals
from Volunteer Montgomery.
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We were honored to host the
Dante Quartet at [Carilion New
River Valley]. Their performance
created a moment of reflection
and calm within our hospital —
a rare and powerful experience
for both patients and staff.
Events like this remind us of the
deep connection between the
arts and healing, and we are
grateful for the opportunity

to bring that experience into

our community.

%

BENJAMIN S. BLANKENSHIP,

senior director, Facility Support
Services, Carilion Clinic
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SPECIAL EVENTS

In September 2024 the center hosted another annual free outdoor community concert
to kick off the season — this time with the high energy sound of Puerto Rico’s Plena
Libre, who led a bomba dance workshop followed by a concert that had everyone
dancing.

(AT LEFT) Following a stunning sold-out performance by season opener Renée Elise Goldsberry,
Broadway lovers of all ages took over the Cube stage for Broadway Karaoke.
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WORKSHOPS AND ENGAGEMENT

The Center for the Arts hosted more than 200 free arts experiences on campus and
in the community throughout the 2024-2025 season.

Cirque Kalabanté led a free African dance and drumming workshop in the Cube, presented in
conjunction with International Education Week.

(AT RIGHT) Dance majors from Radford University’s College of Visual and Performing Arts explored
A.l.M by Kyle Abraham’s signature steps and expressive phrases in a class led by a member of the
company. Community members also had an opportunity to participate in a dynamic workshop
geared towards all ability and skill levels with an A.l.LM company member as their guide.
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ITRAAB MUSIC ENSEMBLE 10™ ANNIVERSARY

This season represented a milestone for the Itraab Music Ensemble (whose name
translates as “enchantment through music”) as the group celebrated its 10" anniversary.
Founded in 2014, the ensemble explores traditional and contemporary repertoire from
the Southwest Asia, North and East Africa, and Gulf regions. The ensemble performs
vocal and instrumental music representing art, folk, and popular musical styles, and
occasionally original compositions by Itraab members. The ensemble is open to all
Virginia Tech students, faculty, staff, and members of the community.
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COMMISSIONS

The center has an opportunity to give back to the arts community by supporting the
development of new works. These commissions also help to elevate the profiles of
both the center and Virginia Tech as those new works are performed and exhibited in
venues around the world.

Co-commissioned by the center, A.I.M by Kyle Abraham’s 2x4 had its world premiere on March
22, 2025, during the company’s performance in Blacksburg. Photo by Alexander Diaz

The center and the Institute for Creativity, Arts, and Technology (ICAT) co-commissioned HERE,
a new work by Andrew Schneider exploring the idea of being present using dance and technology.
Schneider is a Drama Desk-nominated performer, writer, and interactive-electronics artist who
creates original works for theatre, dance, sound, video, and installation. He and two dancers
workshopped the piece in the Cube during the summer of 2024. Their residency included multiple
rehearsals where audiences could experience the work in progress, ask questions, and provide
feedback. They also hosted a free dance workshop. HERE premiered at Jacob’s Pillow in the
summer of 2025.
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A commissioned piece by artist Brian Dettmer was installed in the Grand Lobby in July 2025.
Memories of the Mountains is composed of volumes of The Virginia Quarterly Review, totaling
more than 156 literary journals from 1927 to 1974 that have been transformed into a landscape
inspired by regional geography.

In conjunction with her summer 2024 exhibition in the center’s Miles C. Horton Jr. Gallery and
Sherwood Payne Quillen '71 Reception Gallery, artist Erika Ranee created a site-specific mural
for the center's exterior wall along Turner Street using images of her work. The mural was on
view through July 2025.
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GUEST EVENTS

Numerous events are held in the center throughout the year by both campus and
community organizations and individuals. These events bring thousands of people to
the center, many stepping in the doors for the very first time. We hosted 132 non-
CFA events in our facilities in 2024-2025, including community theatre and dance
performances, faculty events, athletic events, lectures, receptions, and more.

Blacksburg Ballet presented The Nutcracker
Photo by Liz McNeil Photography
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Virginia Tech President Tim Sands’ annual State of the University address was held in the Street
and Davis Performance Hall's Anne and Ellen Fife Theatre.

Virginia Tech wrestling also took the stage. This one-of-a-kind event creates an electric atmosphere
in an unconventional sports venue and brings new audiences to the center.
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Deborah L. Brown Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

G. Davis Saunders, Jr. Fund for Excellence

Timothy and Michelle Bendel Center for the Arts Excellence Fund
Larry C. & Lindsey Bowman Center for Arts Excellence Fund
Dave & Judie Reemsnyder Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech Endowment Fund,
established by Edwin and Melinda Talley

Don and Carolyn Rude Fund for Excellence

James M. and Margaret F. Shuler Fund for Excellence

Joe and Linda Hopkins Arts Enrichment Fund

Charles and Dorothy Lambert Endowment for the Art

Elizabeth McIntosh Mitchell Trauger Excellence Fund

Dr. Mark and Connie Froggatt Education Fund

Rosina and Dean Carter Endowment for Visual Arts Residency Program
Charles Y. and Carole C. Davis '78 Visual Arts Residency Fund

OPERATING FUNDS

Center for the Arts Excellence Fund

Center for the Arts Fund for PK-12 Engagement
Center for the Arts Student Assistant Fund

Center for the Arts Exhibitions and Visual Arts Fund
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The magic of the Center

CENTER FOR THE ARTS
ADVOCACY BOARD

for the Arts at Virginia Tech
The Center for the Arts Advocacy Board helps advance g LR iEewa iy [dinla) l€c

and guide the mission of the center, furthering
development goals and strategies and helping to
increase community awareness of the center’s programs
and impact through philanthropy, strategic partnerships,

exists in its expansive variety

of performances and exhibits

that speak to the hearts of

and outreach.

BOARD MEMBERS 2024-2025

Nancy Beville Prichard
Rosemary Blieszner
Catherine Breske
Deborah Brown
Stacy Brown

Fred Carlisle

Clem Carter
Connie Froggatt
Matthew Gabriele
Rachel Gabriele
Steve Gerus

Ann Goette

Betty Hahn

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Erv Blythe

Lindsey Bowman
Constance Cedras
Sally Cox

Betty Davenport
Carole Davis

CY Davis*

William (“Jack”) Davis
Don Drapeau*

Libby Drapeau

*deceased

Susan Hansen
Beth Obenshain
LeAnna Pearson-Marcum
David Reemsnyder
Judie Reemsnyder
Louise Ridenour
Minnis Ridenour
Jim Shuler
Margaret Shuler
Edward Spencer
Tom Tillar

Kelli Whitfield

Jan Zentmeyer

Rebecca Ghezzi
Candi Kelly

Allison Mitchell

Jeff Mitchell

Anne H. Moore*
Sherwood P. Quillen
Bob Quisenberry
Melinda Talley
Mary Ann Walker

all generations and let our

spirits soar.

Serving on the Center for the
Arts Advocacy Board is very
rewarding. Not only do the
members share a commitment
to advancing center goals, we
also have ‘behind the scenes’
opportunities to work with the
staff and learn more about event
planning, exhibit curating, and

facility operations.

e )

ROSEMARY BLIESZNER, PH.D.,

Alumni Distinguished Professor
Emerita; senior fellow, Center
for Gerontology; and chair,
Center for the Arts Advocacy
Board




GIVING LEVELS

CHOOSE YOUR LEVEL
OF GIVING, EACH WITH
ITS OWN BENEFITS

FRIEND
UP TO $999
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$1,000-$4,999
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Recognition in Center for the Arts

performance programs

Access to season preview
and advanced ticket sales v v v

Special invitation to pre-
and post-event receptions, Vv v v
exhibitions, and previews

Recognition in Virginia Tech's
1872 Society v v

Recognition at a Center for the Arts
performance or exhibition Vv Vv
and VIP perks

Backstage opportunities,
including artist meet-and-greets
and access to special events Vv

such as matinees and
master classes, as available
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EVERY GIFT MATTERS — ESPECIALLY YOURS

Every donation, no matter the size, helps bring world-class artists to our stages

and makes transformative arts experiences possible for all. From awe-inspiring
performances to workshops and artist residencies that ignite young imaginations,
your support fuels programs that open minds and create lasting impact. Because
of you, the arts thrive, and the next generation is inspired.

BECAUSE OF YOU, IT ALL HAPPENS.

For more information about how you can support the Center for the Arts, contact Paul Brammer
at pbrammer@vt.edu or 540-231-0845.

artscenter.vt.edu/support


mailto:pbrammer%40vt.edu?subject=
http://artscenter.vt.edu/support
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